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Rare Colombian classics in USPS revamps semipostals; 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 Siegel auction Alzheimer's stamp returning 


BY MICHAEL BAADKE BY MICHAEL BAADKE 

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, in association with Charles F. Shreve, will The 2017 United States Alzheimer's Awareness semi- 
hold an auction of Great Britain, British Commonwealth and worldwide stamps, | postal stamp, which was removed from sale Nov. 30, 2019, 
covers and collections from Sept. 29 to Oct. 1. will be sold at post 


Among the more than 830 lots in the auction are extensive offerings from | offices once again 
the Gordon N. John collection of Colombia and Uruguay, and British Common- | beginning Oct. 5. 
wealth material from the estate of Robert C. Leberman. With that Sept. 4 

Much of the material from the John collection is in the form of mint multiples, | announcement, the 
including the most coveted varieties from Colombia's 1859 first issue. U.S. Postal Service 

The example that opens the Wednesday session is the largest known multi- | also revealed it will 
ple of the 1859 no longer impose 
2¥ea-centavo a two-year sales 
yellow green window for stamps 
Coat of Arms issued in its discre- 
stamp (Scott tionary semipostal 
1a), a block of program. 

25 from the Semipostals are 
right side of postage stamps of- 
the sheet. fered with an added 

It is offered cost (surtax) that is - 
with an esti- considered a volun- The United States Alzheimer's Awareness 
mate of $3,000 tary donation to a semipostal stamp will return to sale Oct. 
to $4,000. specified cause. 5, 10 months after it was taken off sale on 

The 20c blue The USPS, whioh "9% 2, 2089. 


stamp from Only four examples of Colombia's 1859 se-tenant 20-centavo and 5c stamp pair | introduced its first semipostals in 1998, has so far issued 
the same issue are known, and Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries will offer three of them in its | them all at the prevailing first-class domestic letter rate, 


has two partic- Sept. 29-Oct. 1 auction, including this example. which is currently 55¢, and sold them with a small added 

ularly significant varieties: a tete-beche pair (Scott 6c), and the 20c se-tenant | surtax, currently 10¢ per stamp. 

(side-by-side) with a 5c blue stamp that was mistakenly transferred onto the The Alzheimer's semipostal (Scott B6) was issued Nov. 

lithographic stone (6b). 30, 2017, and taken off sale when its designated two-year 
Continued on page 34 Continued on page 19 


American Philatelic Research Library 
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In addition to the set of all eight designs, 
each pair is available in full sheets (60 
stamps) and half sheets (30 stamps). 

To order the stamps and related products, 
visit Royal Mail online, www.royalmail.com. 

Ordering information also is available 
from Royal Mail, Tallents House, 21 S. Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh, EH12 9PB, Scotland. 
Royal Mail's agency in the United States is 
Interpost, Box 400, Hewlett, NY 11557. 


Semipostals continued from page 1 
sales period ended Nov. 30, 2019. 

Early U.S. semipostals had been issued 
as the result of legislation passed in Con- 
gress. The Alzheimer's stamp was the 
first in the USPS discretionary semipostal 
program, which developed new semi- 
postal stamps within the Postal Service. 

The Postal Service planned to issue five 
semipostal fundraising stamps one at a 
time over a 10-year period under its dis- 
cretionary program, with each stamp to 
be sold for no more than two years. The 
second stamp offered in this program is 
the nondenominated (55¢+10¢) Healing 
PTSD semipostal (Scott B7) issued Dec. 2, 
2019, and currently still on sale. 

When the Alzheimer's stamp was with- 
drawn from sale, 8.2 million had been 
sold, raising more than $1.06 million for 
the U.S. Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services in its efforts to treat the de- 
generative brain disease. 

But according to technical details re- 
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NEW WEEK? 


Then we must have 5,000 new offers for you. Just 
like last week and just like next week. In fact, just 
like the last 30 years. Kind of a nice ‘rut’ we're in! 
Besides the huge selection offered in our weekly catalogs of world sets, 
singles, souvenir sheets and such, each order contains a special offer of 
stamps that they can buy for just 35% of the listed price. Plus, there’s no 

minimum order! 
Sign up for your trial subscription and when you order, you'll get your issue 
of the current Ultimate Discount offer when your order is shipped. That's 
just our way of thanking our customers; it might be quite different than 
what you experience in most places you shop. 
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GUERNSEY POST 


Guernsey Post is also celebrating Ru- 
pert's 100 years with seven colorful 
stamps issued July 21. 

Rupert appears on the new 50p and 
£1.02 stamps. Four other stamps show 
some his pals: Podgy Pig (68p); Edward 
Trunk (7Op); Bill Badger, Rupert's best 
friend (85p); and Algy Pug (98p). All are 
in the forefront on a bright yellow back- 


leased when the stamp was issued, 500 mil- 
lion Alzheimer's semipostal stamps had been 
printed, suggesting that hundreds of millions 
of the printed stamps remain unsold. 

As the stamps were being pulled from sale 
nationwide, the Postal Service received a let- 
ter from members of Congress advising it 
that legislation was being developed to over- 
ride the two-year limit for this stamp and to 
push the Postal Service to continue selling it. 

The Postal Service then instructed its post 
offices to hold on to existing stocks of the 
stamp, though they were not to be sold. 

The legislative efforts seem to have gone 
nowhere, but the Postal Service is now re- 
solving the situation by changing the rules it 
set up when the program began. 

A final rule published Sept. 4 in the Federal 
Register releases the Postal Service from the 
restrictions of issuing semipostals one at a 
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ground, and each stamp was issued in its 
own pane of 10. 

The seventh stamp is in souvenir sheet 
on one. This £3 stamp shows Rupert seated. 

The island has a direct connection to the 
comic; Rupert's creator, Mary Tourtel, was 
married to Guernseyman Herbert Tourtel. 

For more information on the Rupert Bear 
stamps and related products, visit www. 
guernseystamps.com. & 


time and selling them for only two years. 

Those restrictions “proved impracti- 
cable,” the Postal Service acknowledged 
in its filing. 

“Further, the Postal Service encoun- 
tered continued interest in the sale of a 
previously offered discretionary semi- 
postal stamp for which the Postal Service 
possesses unsold inventory,’ it noted. 

The filing reminds the public that the 
Postal Service continues to accept sug- 
gestions for proposed semipostal stamps 
through its office of Stamp Services. 

The mailing address for submitting 
suggestions and the specific guidelines 
that must be followed for the suggestions 
to be considered by the Postal Service 
can be found at https://about.usps.com/ 
news/national-releases/2017/pr17_057. 
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